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Friday, April 1 2022
“The Future of Europe. Cohesion policies and the role of European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation”
CONCLUSIONS
The European Groupings for Territorial Cooperation of Southeastern Europe based in Greece, AMPHICTYONY, EFXINI POLI and HELICAS, are participating in the consultation for the “Future of Europe”, as the European integration is a matter of Europe’s citizens’ too. For Europatriotism, to drive the vision forward.
The PAST   
The generation that survived World War II, the most destructive in the modern history of mankind in every respect, promised itself not to allow Europe, its citizens, and future generations to relive a new war.  
It shaped its vision of a new Europe with a view to this promise. A Europe unequivocally committed to values, principles and ideals which have always been at the heart of European civilisation. A Europe of dignity. A Europe with Man for Man. Α civilisation that has been shaped through periods of peaceful coexistence and creation, but also through periods of bloody conflict.  
The first construction was the ECSC, followed by the EEC, which in turn evolved into the European Union. The one we all know, experience and have been shaping over the last decades with slow but sure steps.
The PRESENT
With patience, perseverance, insight, creativity, and setbacks, we have moved from the founding treaties of Rome to those of Maastricht in 1992 and Lisbon in 2007. During this time, new generations have been constantly entering the European scene. These generations do not have the experiences of the war generation. What is more, they are entering with their own experiences, their own quests, their own perspectives, and their own visions, with which they are grafting and driving the vision of European integration forward. Day by day, it conquers its objectives: the free movement of people, goods, capital, and services. While also introducing the concept of economic and social cohesion. But also with serious delays, such as in the matters of political integration, single foreign policy, single defence and security policy, European citizenship. 

The recent economic crisis highlighted its weaknesses but also provided the European stability mechanism, the government bond markets. This was followed by the Covid 19 health crisis, which put human health and dignity to the test. It called into question the credibility of all national health systems, the strength of social structures.  It called into question the acquis communautaire on the free movement of persons, by reintroducing borders and procedures that had long since been removed from the daily lives of millions of citizens.  To date, approximately one million eight hundred thousand European citizens have lost their lives. But it has in turn highlighted, as never before, the need for joint action, solidarity between Member States, the doubling of the Union’s budget, the creation of the recovery and resilience fund, and the assumption of mutual debt. 
We are therefore seethe usual daily routine in EU life: succeeding leaps in times of crisis. European citizens are therefore right to wonder “why the European Union keeps moving forward under the pressure of crises”.    
Recently, war has stormed through Europe’s door once more under different - new - circumstances. A war that has been brought about by an immoral violation of every concept of international law, and by a member state of the UN Security Council at that: Russia against the independent democratic state of Ukraine. 
The FUTURE 
Looking to the future with optimism, in a Europe focused on Man and its timeless principles and values. With a social face. With justice. With a deepening of democracy from the most remote neighbourhood to the top. With the European citizen as a co-shaper and not just a mere spectator of the whole European project. With the national authorities of the Member States directly incorporating the Regulations of the European Parliament and the Council into national law. With political, economic and health integration. With a unified foreign defence and security policy. With a continuous reduction of any dependencies. With climate change at the top of the agenda. Digital transformation. Social justice. Demography. Energy. The rights and obligations of citizens. Solidarity. The elimination of all exclusions and inequalities. The income gap. Research, innovation, entrepreneurship. Immigration. The voice and role of municipalities and regions. Housing, health, education, training, and employment. The place of the European Union in the world.
The EGTCs 
The FUTURE OF EUROPE also goes through the European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation (EGTCs). With a voice, a role and a project. A flagship institution proposed by the CoR and decided by the European Parliament and the Council (Regulation 1082/06). They were called to act at an interregional, crossborder, and transnational level in conditions of territorial cooperation, transcending any national, ethnic, political, cultural, economic, social and religious prejudices that exist among the peoples on either side of the internal borders. To contribute to the process of intangible, tangible, and balanced development. To promote economic and social cohesion. The certainty that Europe is by their side, that Europe is also theirs.
In May 2018, the EGTC’s of SE Europe, in Greece, together with the EGTC Platform, organised an open consultation on “A White Paper on the Future of Europe”. The unanimous positions of the participating EGTC Representatives were submitted to the institutions of the European Union under the title “Athens Charter”. An admittedly unprecedented initiative for EGTCs. In the Europe of the future, where war is testing its strength, the issue of overcoming border barriers must be tackled effectively. Europe’s future will be incomplete if it does not include the Western Balkans as equal members of the European Union, launching a direct attack on nationalism and the resulting national isolationism through the democratisation, modernisation, and economic prosperity of these peoples. 
Europe’s future will be incomplete if, in this environment, it does not manage to effectively strengthen the cooperation between sub-national actors as a means of addressing and ultimately mitigating historical stereotypes. In the Europe of the future, this reinforcement must take on specific characteristics that will not reproduce the current situation, but will, on the contrary, accelerate the deepening of this entire region into the acquis communautaire. The EGTCs are present in this battle and their capacity to intervene must be recognised if citizens are to play a leading role. The European Union can and must move forward. The citizens of the whole world are looking to it.  The EGTC’s are present. 
There are historical moments when the future changes direction (Matthias Horx)
Yours sincerely, 

The Presidents of EGTCs 
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Dimitris Argianas                         Grigoris Konstantellos                       Simos Daniilidis
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